INTERMISSION #116

E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com, for EAPA, N'APA & other socially isolated..
Follow @SFJournalen sf/f/h&fandom newstweets. Trying to scale down we go directly to our
traditional Xmas/New Year story, adding just some sf/fan history and MCs. After Delta, the
Typo viruss is here, spreaadng faast @4nd Being VErRy dangerrous!! Dec '21. Any comments?

Our 2021/22 Xmas/New Year Story: All About BABA!
Here at Strolling Bones magazine we get many questions about a certain somewhat disreputable
band: BABA. We usually ignore those letters, on advice from our legal department as well as the fire
safety inspector. But after losing a late night bet, on our recent wet and wild Christmas party - that
quart of gin simply evaporated! - this reporter is forced to stitch together a few words on the subject.

After all, BABA has recently released the Christmas single "Worthless Junk", haunting the charts
from Wellington to Murmansk (but perhaps only there). And these by now 70-plussers in early fall
shocked everyone by turning out a new album: Violation. ("The title is because we used a lot of
violins," the press release says.) It's their first studio album after being mercifully silent for 40 years.
Chinese threats, war refugees, new Putin pranks, hacker attacks, inflation, this bloody virus,
politicians forcing injectables into folks...and now this!

But disasters are easier to live through if you know the background. So let's have a look at the
rather unique melody quartet of Anna-Magnetha Forcefield, Afrida Underskirt, Bosse Carlsson and
Birger Kanelbulle, better known by their first name initials AABB...BAAB, ABAB...no: BABA!

Their manager Stig "Sticky" Fingersson first considered using the initials of their surnames, but
abandoned it as his dog had enjoyed himself with the applicable letters of his scrabble set. So BABA
it was. That there already was a company named BABA, a firm producing condoms, was a potential
problem. But "Sticky" contacted them and got permission to use the name,
as long as "you won't blame us for any offspring turning up as a result of your §
tours!". They also sent him a jumbo package of their products to be sure.

When they put the band on hold in 1982 they were the second biggest
selling group in history, surpassed only by the legendary Rutles. Critics
agree: few has sold out as much as BABA!

All four had already begun their careers when they first met in the 1960s, as
they happened to be stuck together in an escalator for hours during a
blackout. Birger was a star in the folk band Hotwithnanny Swingers and Their first hit Wf;on 'tl;i lbu
Bosse was fingering the keyboard in (and the groupies of) the rock group Hip
Czars. Afrida had won first prize in a national talent competition, being on the biggest TV channel, the
biggest show, with the biggest jerk hosting. Anna M was already a recording artist with several list
hits, for instance "I'm so Blonde and in Love", "Blonde Dreams of Love" and "Blonde is Love".

When the dog began to howl in harmony when they tested their voices "Sticky" saw the potential
(as well as dollar signs). It was the same dog who earlier saved the group with its scrabble gobbling.
BABA's first attempt at stardom, "Knock, Knock", became a minor hit in Europe but failed to take
them to the Eurovision Schlager Contest.

But raiding the garage sale of a local theatre company, leftovers from staging "Madame Butterfly",
they found the fabrics for renewed attacks. With musical ambitions high as the soles of their boots,
they wrote another entry and finally they made it. It was a very memorable evening there in Brighton
(or was it Bognor?) in 1974 (hm, 1973 perhaps?) as the foursome entered the stage and sang:

Mein Gott! At Stalingrad Hitler was defeated
Jawohl! And now my love life is completed

The history book on the shelf
Is always repeating itself

m.



The bewildered BBC commentator, noting that the conductor was dressed like herr H, was drenched
by the roaring from the audience.

This forced the European Broadcasting Union to upgrade their 1891 telegraph line to Stockholm to a
TV link, as the competition by BABA's win next year would be held there in Switzerland or wherever it
was. It wasn't uncontroversial. All universities had at the time given in to French postmodern
philosophers who hated everything, said nothing was true and that the music industry was evil
capitalist colonialism. The local Palestine scarves were overjoyed: in BABA they finally had an enemy
they could trust! They arranged their own Counter Festival where they sang about "doing the immoral
schlager festival". This practically saved the alternative music and kitchenware movement, as nobody
there could play (or cook for that matter), but in the huge hullabaloo nobody noticed.

But BABA actually had to struggle after their Eurovision win. Many saw them as a one hit wonder.
Their next single "OK, OK, OK, OK, OK" barely went OK on the charts. Birger and Bosse decided
they must do something. They disappeared to a Stockholm island, Langholmen, from which they
reappeared after three months (with good behaviour) having a string of new songs. Particularly
successful was the tune "Holy Cow":

I've been milked by you, you take all my dough
This must come to an end, but I just don't know how
Look at my purse, how much | ever earn

You must reimburse, all the money lost

All the cash that's been flying off

and | hear the teller ring

One more look but there ain't anything

Holy cow, here we go again

Moo moo, don't make it persist, you

Holy cow, you are insane

Moo moo, see the bank blacklist you

And "Mayday" that then followed was by the fans seen as a call for help:

So when you're near me, darling, can't you hear me? Mayday!
The cash you gave me, nothing else can save me, Mayday!

If we go broke all we've done will go up in smoke!

Buy this song, hear our plea, no joke!

Slowly they would win the audience over, even if most critics said they'd rather consume rotten snails
while having their feet in a bucket of ice than hearing one more BABA song.

The next album, Deprival, had a string of hits, like "When | snogged the teacher" and the classic
which landed them their first US #1, "Bouncing Teen":

Monday morning with a throbbing head
You wonder who's beside in bed
Where am |, what happened last night?
Taking just one drink

A few more in a blink

Soon you are in a stink

The night is late and the DJ'’s high

from a bit of rock meth

Everything goes sour

You're in the mood for a bounce i
And when you get the chance W
You are the bouncing teen l

A sight to be seen BABA's backup band taking a break in the tradition of

Young and lewd their heathen and feared forefathers. Ska!
Bouncing teen

Feel the beat from the...oh yeah!
Not to forget their catchy "Dollar, Dollar, Dollar":

I work all night, | work the street
and smile to every man | meet



Ain't it sad?

And still there never seems to be
much of greenbacks left for me
That's too bad

In my dreams | have a plan

If | can dupe a wealthy man

| wouldn't have to whore at all
Let's fool around and make a score

The Australians are as we all know totally nuts, so of course they embraced this Swiss or whatever -
who cares! - quartet wholeheartedly. There's only one way to get even lower, and that is to go way,
way Down Under. And why not make a film at the same time?

The script was written on the backside of the airline safety instructions during the flight. It involved
the group desperately trying to book an interview with a TV station, or radio...or a newspaper, how
about a local paper, well, the school rag...

As they landed there must have been some mix-up: somebody had actually booked them
limousines from the airport. You see, far away as they are, the Aussies hadn't grasped exactly what
BABA was. Or was it that they as descendants of exiled convicts felt a certain kinship? Thousands of
innocent young Matildas lined the streets, with their for obvious reasons worried mothers,

All the concerts were sold out before anyone had realised what was going on. It is claimed that a
BABA TV show had even more viewers than the Moon landing! It may be because the Moon is just a
sterile piece of barren rock, or that the rating company got a thick envelope from "Sticky". From this
came the album The Ransom with one of their least unpopular songs, "Thank you for the Money":

" Coucher Avec Moi

I'm rather special, in fact I've become billionaire
What | sell you just pay up, that's all | care

| have a talent, I'm so full of greed

Shiploads of bucks is being my creed

I'm so wealthy and proud

I'm not plain or one in the crowd

So | say

Thank you for the money, the sums I'm earning
Now for even more I'm yearning

Who can live without it? | ask in all honesty
What would life be?

Without a buck or a quid, what are we?

So | say thank you for the money

For giving it to me

Their next album, Coucher Avec Moi, dragged them up from the gutters even outside Kangaroo
land, which smashers like "Does Your Pusher Know?" and "Chick | Cheat Her".

And they even seemed to claim having been abducted by aliens as they sang "I Have Been
Beamed":

| have been beamed, to outer space

They took me up, among the stars

When you see the wonder of a skiffy tale
You will see the future on enormous scale
| believe in UFOs

Flying saucers everywhere | see

| believe in UFOs

Small green men reaching to my knee
Across the space, | have been beamed

Linguists aired angry protests about the album that then came, named Super Duper: "How on Earth
can you rhyme 'last show' with 'Glasgow'," they objected. The question remained unanswered.
Bosse and Birger just muttered something about that they like scotch at lot and must have had some
at the time. That album had one of their greatest track ever, a song which seems to illustrate martial
problems (though Birger denies it and says he will sue). As you may know, but we forgot to mention,



Bosse had been first engaged and then married to Afrida - to solve a complicated question of alimony
- and Birger was married to Anna M. But for tax reasons they had now divorced! Or did the fact that
the jumbo pack of condoms was suddenly empty have with it all to do?

Anyway, with a voice full of sadness and disappointment Anna Magnetha now sang "The Wiener Is
Too Small™:
| was in your bed
Thinking | belonged there
Figured you're awake
But you were a fake
Building up a hope
Taking off my thong there
My mouth began to drool
But | was a fool
I had thrown the clothes
Is this the way it goes?

The facts are laying bare

You're pathetic down there

The wiener is too small

and hardly stands at all

It was now obvious they were running low on steam. Surrounded by fans, and creditors, they did their
last album, or their last for a long time: Trespassers.

After that Anna M developed a fear of flying and didn't get around much. Afrida met a prince to
marry (she did indeed dupe a wealthy man!) to become a princess and moved into a huge castle,
negotiating with Disney to sell them the rights to her fairy tale, to sort of distract from fact that her
father may have been one of those there in Stalingrad way back.

Birger and Bosse spent merry nights on local sex clubs together with stoned British airship
musicians, after which the government were forced to ban such clubs. Then the pair relocated to the
little town Duvemala (the name means "pigeon painting" for some reason) and sat there playing
chess. Birger soon went into business deals, making gold into sand and having doubts about any
God but Mercury, the god of merchants. Bosse started a folk band in which he played the accordion,
as he found it hard to understand what all the knobs on a synthesizer did.

But in the long run they couldn't escape their reputation. The record company released a new
collection, BABA Fool's Gold, which renewed the unhealthy interest in the group. The naughty
Australians shot films with BABA songs. (The reason being it was the only music rights they could
afford under their shoestring budgets.) And someone thought there was some green stuff to be
harvested by doing a musical, inexplicably based on "Holy Cow".

This show for reasons no one understood began to graze the stages all over the world. And it too
became not one but two films: "Holy Cow!" and "Holy Cow! Here We Go Again!" BABA's reputation
or rather notoriety grew back. It could be due to that their old critics had become senile or simply had
died off.

But why didn't BABA return to the studio or the road? Rumours had it that they were offered a billion
dollars to do a new world-wide tour. (Unclear if it was US or Zimbabwian dollars.) Other rumours said
they were offered two Billion dollars to stop even thinking of any tour forever.

But one day they met a producer who had an interesting idea:

"Why don't you go on tour without having to travel?" he suggested.

"But how do you do that?" Birger asked.

"l want to know. What's the name of the game?" Bosse inquired.

"Do you remember what you did on the Australian concert tour?" the producer said. "The girls, and
those ropes..."

"Hey!" Birger said. "l though we were alone on the hotel room!"

"No | mean, on stage. That song: I'm a..."

"...I'm a marionette!" Bosse said. "Yes of course!"



"You can do a tour as - marionette dolls!"
They had already dismissed doing a tour as computer generated, virtual avatars. They thought it
would only be the Gates to lots of trouble and Jobs they didn't want to involve themselves in. But with

marionettes all you needed were some ropes and guys with strong arms.

So they began to prepare their marionette show, which is to open in an especially built arena in
London, BABA Violation, next summer. But to get the reluctant audience to fall for it, shouldn't they
have a couple of new songs?

And in his wastebasket among discarded shopping lists, Bosse Carlsson found a few sheets of
musical notes. He couldn't read music, but her cleaning lady could and helped him out humming with
her hoover. This way the thing grew into the whole new album that we have seen now!

Violation, as it was named, has been the best selling album of the 21th Century - in the 78rpm
version. And it has been nominated to a Granny (not to be confused with the Grammy) in the
category Long Play Records That Took Very Long. Critics applaud this their last album, as long as
they can guarantee it really is the last they hear of BABA. On their new album we for instance hear
the story of BABA itself in the song "Don't Run Me Down":

A while ago, | heard the sound of police sirens
Now it's quiet, so | guess they failed to find their
man

Avoiding them is getting harder by the hour

My mood is going down, I'm on the run

| realise my thirst, so down the throat | pour

As | search for my coming goal

The lights are off, it's time to go

It's time at last to try to pick the lock

| believe it would be fair to say | was bewildered
As the door showed not even to be locked

As so it should, | would

The album also has their Christmas song
"Worthless Junk" and as a surprise hat tip to Irish folk music, "When You Drank With Me":

This is what BABA's coming marionette show will look like.

| can remember when you drank your Guinness
And you told me "Give me another one!”
I never saw that you could hold your liquor
Glasses went by, you were still not done
Was it good for you this darkish brew?
We got the answer as up it all you threw!
You're just here for the beverage, that's all, or could it be
You miss the good old times when you drank with me
Now we all wonder how this will end? Will the planning commission revoke the approval for the BABA
Marionette show, or will an arsonist make it there first? Will the prosecutor finally find something
tangible on "Sticky"? What does the United Nations Human Rights Commission say?

The worst are the fans of the band! Will this highly disorderly, loud-mouthed and rowdy crowd find
their way to the show? When they get as bombed as Dresden they are truly scary and dangerous!

ians!
Those feared savages we call the...BABArians! BIXELSTRASSE

Fandom's Shangri-LA... The SF Fan Community
) ) . of 1940s Los Angeles

Earlier | wrote at length about Francis Towner Laney's famous or notorious ==
memoires from the 1940's Los Angeles Fandom, Ah! Sweet Idiocy! But to get a
second opinion on that legendary period, download the British fan historian Rob
Hansen's Bixelstrasse - The SF Fan Community of 1940s Los Angeles:
https://taff.org.uk/ebooks.php?x=Bixel Ah! Sweet Idiocy! Is also available on this
site for the free TAFF E-books, as well as more Hansen fan history books and lots
of other fanhistory titles - a gold mine for any trufan! Bixelstrasse is a wider view
on the tight-knit fannish community around the Los Angeles Science Fantasy ROB HANSEN



https://taff.org.uk/ebooks.php?x=Bixel

Society in the 1940's.

It collects texts on what fans of the era had to say
about their fannish life, from fanzines, reports, letters I
and other sources. The Los Angeles Science Fantasy f
Society began in 1934 as the Los Angeles Science 7/~
Fantasy League, then a chapter of the Wonder
Stories SF League. It still exists and is by now the 0(7
oldest continuously active sf club. In the 1940s they
had a clubhouse on South Bixel Street (WWII made 67
that "Strasse", German for street), which became the \ %? 0
centre of vibrant activities. Fans were there almost 0@(2@ ﬁ Sl

24/7 using typewriters and mimeographs, reading the B

pulps of the club library, chatting, feuding, partying... 40's LA fandom: A) WO’/dCO” 46, WGSterCO” 48, B) w

. . " Daugherty, C) FT Laney's "Fran Shack”, D) LASFS
Close to the clubhouse fans lived in "Slan Shacks™ of g, 112 Sce clubhouse, E)LASFS' 1st clubhouse 1941-

Tendril Towers and Morojo's big flat. 43 F) Clifton's cafe for LASFS meetings 1934-41, G)
I've always been interested in fannish communities, Morojo's flat & Slan Shack, H) Tendril Towers, I)Park w

like LASFS New York Futurians also of the 1940s, ~ minigolf, fen hang-around, J) Sharkey's bar, dito
1950s Irish Fandom, the Epicentre and The Flat in 1940s London. (And | like to add the stormy life
around the SFSF clubhouse in Stockholm 1977-1981, though we weren't as advanced...).
Bixelstrasse housed legends like Forry Ackerman, Morojo, Walt Daugherty, Francis T Laney,
Charles Burbee and many others. This book is a cornerstone of the bookshelves of any fan history
library! You get fascinating 550+ pages, which must have been a real Daugherty Project that really
happened to research and collect. If you are the least bit into fan history, get it! Let me briefly mention
some of episodes, among many more:

H§Many meetings, held every Thursday, are described through excerpts of the official protocols.
As | understood those were written after each meeting and read on the next. After that it would be
official business (as electing a new officer when an old resigned, which they often did...) followed by
a lecture by a guest speaker or a member. Last there'd be a lively discussion about anything, some
fuss, fans trying to exclude each other, alliances... Meetings were numbered, and in the book, which
ends around 1950, they reach near meeting #500. Normal attendance was from a dozen to ca 30.

75 We have the Tendril Towers, a nearby apartment house (you rented by the week, $1/w) where
many fans lived. The landlady like them, perhaps because she was a card-carrying communist and
liked odd people... A handful of the fen were even recruited to the commie party, which | interpret
more like a folly by naive youth who is easy prey to utopian silliness (they probably changed their
mind later, hearing of Stalin's terror, mass murder, oppression). BTW, member Sam Russell was in
the 1950's revealed as writing reports to the FBI about those commies! Tendrilians were also claimed
to be homosexuals, though in that regard we hear some exaggerations by Laney.

aSWe have several descriptions of the interior of the Bixelstrasse clubhouse but not many photos.
It was ca 6x9 metres in sieze, with three bookshelves (holding books and mags), a couch,
mimeographs, typewriters, a radio, original pulp magazine art on the walls, a rug on the floor, 20
folding metal chairs, a WC in the back and the LASFS coat of arms painted on the window facing the
street. We read how it was repainted once, with a brown floor, light green walls and a light blue
ceiling, from earlier have had a grey floor and cream coloured walls with a blue rim.

Z50h Ghod! The notorius Claude Degler spent some time there writing cruddy flyers and fanzines
for his Cosmic Circle. It caused a lot of controversies, but it seems Forry and Morojo tolerated him.

5We read about the first time Forrest Ackerman got pissed, drinking like a sponge on a party in the
Fran Shack. (Forry usually didn't touch the stuff! It might have been caused by 4SJ and Morojo
breaking up.) That was FT Laney's home, which also was the base for the Outsiders, a break-away




from LASFS group that existed for a while.
Z5The Battle Creek Slan Shack fans rode in their car halfway across the continent to reach LASFAS
where they were to establish themselves. But they had a lot of trouble, having - if | counted correctly -
four flat tires on the way. But fans will always find a way to get through...
Z5The atomic bombs dropped in August 1945 were of course debated heavily. And LASFAS actually
organised Atomicon January 10,1946 to, discuss the subject. They also collected money to
Einstein's campaign to keep atomic power away from the -
military. (The Astounding/Cartmill atomic incident isn't
mentioned. | don't think it was known at the time.)

@Ackerman in early 1947 tried to get 20th Century Fox to
pay for using the club house in a film. They refused, saying
they already had permission from the landlord. Anyway, it
could be 1the 947 film "The Homestretch" with is from 20th
Century. https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0039471/?
ref =nm_flmg_act_79 Forry was by the way often an extra in
many films, sometimes together with other LA fen. (Movies ,
of the era are worth researching!) e, e

2 In the late 1940's L Ron Hubbard became a regular at ~ One of few pics of the Bixelstrasse clubhouse.
the clubhouse for a while. It seems he actually became quite popular, always having an entertaining -
but perhaps not truthful - story to tell. Many sf writers, and also artists, frequented the club and
several LASFAS members would have stories professionally published (eg E E Evans). Aside from
Hubbard you could find Ross Rocklynn there, A E Van Vogt, E Mayne Hull, a young Ray Bradbury,
Edmond Hamilton, and many others.

a§The feuds were many, but perhaps not as serious as Laney described them — in the form of
"WWII becoming an anti-climax"... A curious one was about the club deciding not to send their
fanzine Shangri-L'Affaires to the Amazing Stories fandom column, as the magazine was full of the
silly "Shaver Mystery". It was the whacky theory that ancient aliens lived underground, from whetre
they controlled mankind, which some took seriously (perhaps also editor Ray Palmer!). One wonders
if Hubbard got some ideas from it. The clubzine editor at the time, Charles Burbee, saw no point in
boycotting Amazing and resigned over this affair.

aSAnother famous fanzine of the LASFS crowd was Voice of the Imagi-Nation, 50 issues 1939-1947
("Imagi-Nation" being a typical Ackerman wordplay), which began as the letter column of their original
clubzine Imagination. The LoCol then broke free under editorship of Forry and Morojo, with the
principle that every received letter (738 through the years) would be published verbatim...

@When dissatisfied with LASFS, members would break off into their on clubs or groups, not without
some bickering, though most didn't last long. Some of the defectors are the Knanves, the Insurgents,
the Outsiders or the short lived Futurian Society of LA. The Outlanders were a group of suburban
fans who lived too far from Bixelstrasse to hang around, and thus had their own meetings.

a§Other activities of the club would be beach parties, parties for Halloween or other holidays, group
visits to plays or movies. Forry eg organised for the club to see his favourite, "Metropolis", and he
was overjoyed by at an occasion meeting the great Fritz Lang. In a long report he describes how he
almost stalked Lang before finally making contact. Forry could be quite insistant...

ZSIn the end we get a long list of known members and Bixelstrasse visitors, a LASFS filksong and

o Wanting to make this issue slightly shorter, just a little plug for a book I'll return to in a later ish.
Henry Grynnsten, known from EAPA, and Tony Elgenstierna, a long-time fan, do a new take on
the classic essays by Michel de Montaigne. Their own new 107 essays follow the subjects of
\Montaigne, in Montaigne 2.0 (in Swedish, publisher Bjérkmans). The essays are everything from
| fun and odd to thoughtful and quite clever. See:

i |https.//www.bokus.com/bok/9789187167058/montaigne-20-107-essaer-om-roms-storhet-tummar-
barnuppfostran-och-bruket-att-bara-klader-med-mera/ and an interview with Elgenstierna here
https.//unt.se/artikel/lz28pypl Buy it or suggest to your local library that they acquire a copy!



https://www.bokus.com/bok/9789187167058/montaigne-20-107-essaer-om-roms-storhet-tummar-barnuppfostran-och-bruket-att-bara-klader-med-mera/
https://www.bokus.com/bok/9789187167058/montaigne-20-107-essaer-om-roms-storhet-tummar-barnuppfostran-och-bruket-att-bara-klader-med-mera/
https://www.bokus.com/bok/9789187167058/montaigne-20-107-essaer-om-roms-storhet-tummar-barnuppfostran-och-bruket-att-bara-klader-med-mera/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0039471/?ref_=nm_flmg_act_79
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https://unt.se/artikel/lz28pypl

a guide to the shiftting, confusing "cliques" of the club. LASFAS

moved from Bixelstrass

today it's 6012 Tyrone Avenue). The reason was increased rent (from
ca $30/month) and also that Walt Daugherty who had shared some
of the cost moved his printshop away, so it became too expensive.

I'd better stop here, though | should get back to Bixelstrasse in a
future ish. But this is the type of topic university scholars in 30-40
years will study and write learned papers on and have conferences
about. Sf fans were and are quite a special group, talking about
space and the future, having a rather interesting social structures and

traditions and printing a

younger days | invented a "Bachelor of Fanology" degree for myself. L\
But tell you what! In the future you will be able to study for and é ,
s

earn a B.F.

History Corner

e in April 1949, to West Ingram Street (and

steady stream of their own magazines. In

S

Mel Brown outside the clubhouse. Not
the LASFS coat of arms on the window.

Time to whip up more dust from the newspaper vaults of the Royal Library, out of my
fanarcheological digging in 2020, when thelibrary opened the archive on-line a couple of months (as
corona compensation, when physical access was limited). I'll translate and summarise. First a real
oldie, talking about life from outer space but without knowing it being the probably first mention in
Swedish press of HG Wells' War of the Worlds, "Bacteria of Space" in Aftonbladet, February 27 1903:

Viridsrymdens baktlevier. 1
en - fingslande bols, »Virldarnas Krigs,
| skildras, skvifver en tysk tidning, hurul
(en anpan planets ofverlagsa invinare be-|
sluta att tillintetgira jordens befolkning,|
|men hindras i utftmndes af sin afsiky
‘genom de mikrober, som de under viigen|
atita pde

Nu har en vetenekapligh bildad man
frambkastat den fragan, om det joke sy-
nes timnligen sannolikt, att i bhela viclds-
ryvmden {érekomma bakterier, hvilks da
och dd komma in i vhr atmosfr och si-
Ilnnda smitla vir planet: P33 detta sitt
skulle wreprunget till en hel del nyasjuk-
demar  och mojligen oclsh till manga
andra, gdtfulla foreteelser fA sin férkla-
Ting.

Detta firefaller vid f6rsta Sgonknstet
som - en dkla amerikansk idé och ir det
ocksd sd Lill vida, som den verkligen for-
mulerats af en amerikan. Men likval #r
den ej s4 alldeles ny. Den, som forst gif-
vit ubtryck At ifrAgavarande teori, v en
man, som allt fortfarande anses sisom en
af naturvetenskapernas fritmsta malsmin,
sir William Thomson (lord Kelvin). Denne
uppstiallde den teorien, atb- lilvet naty
Tram till virt jordklot genem meteorer
Han antog, atbt frén, som drefvo omkring

inom vAr egen eller ndgon annan planets
atmosfir, si& sminingom kunde komma
upp i allt hogre regioner, dar enligh vir
s p miktiga luftstrémningar diro

hvarpid de kommit afom tyng
15 omrdde och vandrat ut i virlds
n, 1iir att slutligen dragas
aonan himlakropp och dir finna

betingelser f6r en ny utveckling.
bedomandet ai denna intressasta te
det genom fysikens senaste {ramate
slaterade faktnm af stor viks, hvilk
vid handen, att icke ens den allra star-
kasta artificiella kold kan utrota bak-
teriernn

Det  tyckes alltsd, slutar den ofvan-
niimnda tidningen, icke omdéjligt, ath
nya smitvofrén kunna tillféras jorden och
spridal forut okinda sjukdomar bland
dess invénsare.

In a captivating book, War of the Worlds, a German paper writes how the superior
beings of another planet decide to obliterate the people of Earth, but are stopped by
the microbes they encounter. Now a scientifically minded man has suggested if it
isn't quite probable that the whole of space could have bacteria which now and then
enters out atmosphere and thus contaminate our planet. This would explain the
origin of many deceases and other mysterious phenomenons. At first this would
seem like a real American idea and it is in a way, suggested by an American, but still
it isn't new. The first to suggest this theory is one still considered as one of the most
prominent in science, Sir William Thomson (lord Kelvin). He had the theory that life
had come to Earth on meteorites. He assumed that the seeds floating around in our
or other planets' atmospheres would after a while reach high, where to our
knowledge mighty air currents are, coming outside gravity and wandering into space,
to finally be attracted to another heavenly body and there create foundations for new
development. To asses this interesting theory it's according to the latest known facts
of physics important knowing that not even the strongest artificial freeze can
extinguish bacteria. It thus isn't impossible, the paper says, that new seeds make

“-lcome to Earth and spread hitherto unknown diseases among its population.

lHow about if this was the story of a certain virus called corona... This article

. seems unaware of that War of the Worlds is a novel by HG Wells, but then the
“first Swedish translation of it didn't come until 1906. The theory about life

spreading through seeds drifting in space is known as the panspermia
hypothesis. Another proponent of it was the Swedish Nobel chemist Svante

Arrhenius, talking about it in 1903 - maybe he got it from this article? See

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panspermia
From drifting space seeds to space travel. One of those popularising sf over here, and also an

expert on Harry Martinson and Aniara, was professor of mathematics Tord Hall. He wrote books on
Aniara and sf, many articles, held lectures (I heard him guesting the SFSF club). Here's an early
farsighted article, "Interplanetary Traffic", Svenska Dagbladet, April 21 1953, talking about the Arthur
C Clarke book The Exploration of Space:


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panspermia

If Mankind's known history was compressed into one hour we've only been able to fly the last second. We can
therefore count on that our abilities in the future will evolve even more...Logically next step is that we'll fly
outside the air, ie in space. /Legend of Icarus mentioned./ Already at 20 km altitude the pressure is 1/20th
compared to sea level, and this alone is enough to exclude now known aircraft from the really high altitudes,
which seems to be reserved for the rockets not fully researched. ... Arthur C Clarke chairman of the British
Interplanetary Society talks about this research in a both entertaining and easy to grasp way in his book The
exploration of Space. It must be stressed he doesn't write so called science fiction but is based how writing
exclusively on recognised scientific facts and theories. They are also more than enough for quite astounding
projects. Against doubters Clarke notes that almost all rocket experts, lead by the German V" designers Dr
Sénger and professor von Braun, enthusiastically promotes astronautics. /Clarke calls doubts on the
feasability of space flight "intellectual arrogance"! And we learn that astronautics will develop even more. The
biggest obstacle is to reach escape speed./ After that the traveller may rest, free from earthly worries, since
our planet can no longer catch him again. An everyday analogy of this is the cyclist who on flat ground can
accumulate such a speed that he can climb a very steep hill to reach a flat plateau. The escape speed from
Earth is 11.2 km/s and is still to much for our technology - in 1950 the record for rockets was only 2 km/s. But
it isn't necessary to reach the magic limit at once. If a rocket reaches 8 km/s horizontally at such an altitude in

Tord Hall;
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Interplanetarisk trafik

Om' minnighasliklats kﬁqdu.'histb-! “likery s1ils allsh fy Bdjan ot

tia drogss ihop till eq tinme, si
shulle vi b kusnat (v endnst

Dnder den- allim sista sekunde. |

Man kag dirfor rikon med att
denmn oya firdighet 1 framtiden
shall wtvecklns finnu mychet men

Vi fir vedan hear | Juften, ochl

detta # Tingt bégra prad Ho ndgon-
ain fighat eler flytidlor. Nstl ste
bl fent Tapisht sett, ate i Elyger]
wtanfar [ulftun, s i wilrhds-
rymilen Sapan om Diiedalus och
Tcares visas, att denna tinke i
myciet gammal, fast det bar il
liggs, aft men Eudu il fir co
ir sedan inte shilde g de bdi
2y Hyaning, eftersont jor-
tmostir antogs dicka genom
vilsdsrummet. 8§ 4 ju ite
| == teddan p tvh mils hijd dr
Tisftens eithet reducerad gl ongefiin
e ugandel av sitl varde vid havs-
yian — och detts fakium ensamt
Ticker fiir aff niestioga m gingss
flymplansdyper frin de’ verkllz stora
héjderna, som fycks vara resorve-
Tds fir den Gnog fogn uiesperi-
menterade mketen.
Rymdflygningen eller  astronau-

ARTHUR €, CLARKE: The Explo-

 ralion of Space. London 19&2_.'

lielt mya prablem. Asfhie €, Clarke,
ordfdrands 1 Brllisha interplaneta-
tisk siillskapet, berkitas am detta
lorskningsfille pf att fir alla bade
Tainde el tfaltlipt siic i sin bok
The Exploration of Space Det bite
u:ldnrgwkas. atl Clarks nle ghriver
iden s ko Sclence Ficlionspenica
utn - basteas sin {ramstillning
uteslutiniie ph eelindy voteaskaplis

, g Tukta och tearier, D fr 4, &

1 elt far sip mer fin tillicklip fig
att ge stoff &t de mest biipnadsviics
Kande projekt.

Gentemot  tviviarma  frambilie
Clacke bl &, aft st gott som ally
rukerexpecter, med e fyska V1o
hnnstrukttrerna dr Sangen och pro-
iessor von Braun 1 gpetsen, dr cne
lusinstiska  fSresprikare fhr astros
nmitik, "Med sddnna vittneshérd in-
fir denen’, uthrister den” eljest
fridsamme *farfattaren; "maste de
phctienden” am  syoudliningens
ombilighet, som fnne sblawd ghnes
&Y exparter mom ands velendkaps

pienar, wnses som niistan ofattbara)

extinpel pil fntellekiuel] deropans.”

Innin i g viditre: hop kandke
pigexas, aft Clacke penoim sin
frametslliing v autronautilens m

yarands mil och metoder af Tavere

r de slitgiltige Ltan givewvis en-
dast ' de mijliga loaningaroa. "0m
dessa o kommer att'aceepterns, bes

ror det pil. it nigonting bittre har|

dykt upp under den mellinligginds
liden."

Hur shall ¢ symdlyzning egent-
ligen g 17 Det forsta och &vi-
raate hindret reses av tyngdkraften,
och' det enda prkliska shitct atl
komma it Ur jorders pravitations-

Bt hesthe i oen kort, ursinoig

ruening  mot fufttomma ibjder]
inda tills “the velocity of escape”,
som kanske kan dversittas med
"flykthastighoten”, uppodtis. Sedan
mit reseniirerni e Vil ut et
slag, frla frin { vare fall jordiska
hekymmer, fy ¥t planet kan 1 fort-
siittningen aldeig v egen keafl o
ffinga dem dpen. En-alldiglig analop
till detta’ eskapistiski hiindelsattr-|
lopp dir'eyklisten, som @i jimn ok
bygger upp ad o stor hastighet,
att han knn ta sip uppidn én iy
ket brint bagke Gill en' plan hiogs
abitr,

Flykthnstigheten frin josden ot
phr 12 kmfsek. och G Hnno s
Tinge: Alldeles v big fir virs tek-
miskit restirser — dAr 1950 vas re-
kordet fir raketer endnst nigot mer
fin 2 kmysek, Det fir cmellestid dote

i atmocfiiren, it man kan borise frin
Iuftmotstindet, Kommer cantrifugals
kraften ach { atl ugp-

rinm vid studiet av den

strillningen, fir radio- och delevi:

hitve  varandra, Befdad fehne aln
tyngd skall dii raketen Bkt en s
kundar miing kretea Tunt jors
tien i en citkuldr kana med en om-
loppshid av ungefir 90 minuter:
Denna hostiphet tyeks dnte wara)
omajlig att Astadkemma nnder de
iirmasts 10 fren penom’ Konstruks
lion ayv & ki flerstapsraketer, vilket
dnnchite att flern raketer, kopplas i
serics miir den focstn div slothriind,
avakilics dem osh det Aterstiends
systemet startir med det gamlas ut-
gingdhastighet ogv, Som exempel
pi on tvistegeraket anfires bl
et yska krigsprojektet A0/A10/

D till cn béirjon med endast %o
tenskaplign  dnstroment utrustidel
pakoteenn skall sedan ' fAeses med)
besittningar som fAr den . fantas
liskay uppgifien - att andiiggas den)
forsta "rymdstationen® e 100 mil
oyanfar jerdens yin, Do strategiska
dvningar, som vivelsutan kommer
alt bedrlvas ph en-addan plats, pir
Clarke fnfe nitmare in o, (Raket-
Torskingen stie mumers inder mis
litir kontroll ochi Hr sivetvis hem-
ligstamplad ) Han frambiiles 1 stil|
let e wotenskaplipa och tekmiska
i ffir ] {0

clepanta 1tenim-
FAF BY MANED Pl jorden yiterst bes
avitlig tekniskn och Kommersiella
prablem 0.5

Fdr  astronautikern  kommer
rynidbagn  alt B springhridin
mof plancesystemet, Ty dot dir hie-
ifriim, som de verklips rymdrakes
teron hall starts, sedan delima
frakfats upp s andra farkosler och
Ihopaiitiningen skett 1 iy rymden
under hekvim frivara av all
fonpd:  (Varje  fremdl  svivar
frt, dir man slippt det) R
ketenn  flyger [rin bt et
§ Em/sek, och behver dlirfdr cns
disl en ulgingshastighot av 3,2
kmysak, 1 fochdllande Il sin bag
fiir att nd fivkthastiphaten,: Medan
de rakeler, som skall genomisings
atmosfiren pé ain vip till rymdsta-
tionen, méste Vi strimlinjeformas
de pd prund av Juftmobstindet (de-
Tae profotyp tords vara den tyska
Vo2l kan rymdskappat, som flyger
i vakuum, 2 mera fria kontuser,
Uteustat ted kinselinet i fosm av
mdnmnienner ozl andea anordnine
gir fir Jommunilation: med' jor-

«den kommee kanske eft rymdskopp
“mest. att Tikns en jHttelik, metall

nixlviindigt att genast komma fnda
fram till den magiska grinsen. Om
en raket uppnir § Kmifssk. undes
horisantell fykt ph en sidan hojd

offverteifftiy - viderleksstation, 6|

Astranamen et olbeervatorinm, f.riu
frin atmosfirika stimingar, do
kiirnfysikern et idcaliskt Iaborato-

ki e skalhagge, Bland: de, tak
rika okl mycket instruktiva illns
stratiorerna 1 boken fmns ¢n grann

firpalansch, som formedlar just

detis. infryck.

De fiirsta milnma} blir tro-
ligen obemannade. T stllat fir da
en 1k vetenskaplig utrustoing, frams
fiir allt i friga om radir och iele-
vision, Om en sidan raket avfyras
pit ritt sitt an den bringas att
cfikla ‘riuat minen som en satellic
och kontlverdigh Timnn bildsr och
upplysningar, inte baea frin mé-
nens framsda utan Fven frin dess
Takeida, som dnnn intet minskliot
Gfn st Ett annat alternativ Hr att
tikla riketen &, alé den g en fur
mont minen och sedan Atervandes
till. jorden nngefie en veska efter

stirten. Sedin forbillandens -

der resan silunds, utforskats, kan
den fiirsta bemimnade rakelen startn
sin ventyrdipn Bied.  Befilbavacen
ph dettn farsta. rymdskepp till mil-
nen belitver emellertid endast ta en
abatydlip brikdel av de ricker, som
Columbus tog, nir han — med. re=
Tativt sett myckel simee kunskaper
och utrustaing — gav sip @ vig pi
o Tesn, dir han varken kiinds Kur-
san eller midlet, ef heller de Earor
som hatade pi viigen.

Fastiin ménen sf gott som fulle
stindigt  saknar  aimesfic  och
odlingshar jord, torde den pd det
Tala taget besti av samma grond-
dmnen som jorden. Sedan ayrepro-|
dukbionen osh en el andre livs:
yikliga firelag kommit 1 ging un-|
gor j'}ittcs:‘o:a kupar av plastmates
i, Bfr et dicfdr finnis goda ut-
atkter alt pl midnen kunna enlippa

ea vidsiriiekt bas, som dnte back i
slilviliraticfande utan kanske ocksh
kan. leverera brinsle till Tymdskeg-
pen;

Vid resor 1 planetsystemet shulle
det vara en- slor firdel e energl:
synpibt at ha centralstationan plas
cerad pi ménen, B grund v den
svam tyngdkmften o nimligen ut
slupshastigheten fiie en resa frin
ménen ill Veans endost 3,1 km/sek,
mednn motsyarande dal fir fesan
fria Jordea 1l Venus 4 11,6
kmy'sek. En jamforelse mellan den-
o sistn siffm och den ot ome
wimndd  ulginpsbastigheten.  frin

“jorden tilk mAnc, 11,2 kmfsek,, vi-

sar en diverneskinda liten akillond,
men just hirigenam knstos it Kart
Tjus ivar astromautikens sviruste och
et kodtsamma problem: geno:
brytandet av: startplatszns gravite
tionsfiilt Ute i viirldirymden Aker
man praktiskt taget gratis.

De mAl som nilrmast kemmee i
frlign vid interplanetarisk trafilc r
givetyis Mars och Vemis, Den fiirst-

niimpdn torde varn att fordrags, ty

dir kan minbisen uppeepns i be-
tydligt stdire skala och under oeera
grmsammn betingelses, 1 anslots
ning, il en ntoplsk firghild sy et
stad pi Mars utvecklar' Cluke de
proplem och sysseliditningar, som
kan finkas mita framtidems pions
Hirer,

Do yitrs plinsiérma  inbjuder

‘knappast till verkliga Eolonisatlons

fieetag. En av Sniurnus’ milnar, Ti-
1an, & emellestid micklis, inte hars
darfor att den e en jiitls bland dra-
banter, utin dirfér alt des atinor
afiir bestdr av metan, som efter vad
min kan bedoma just nu bor vara
et ulmirkt brinsle foe atomkeaft
delven raketer, D Hr alltsh mojligt
oft Titan blir en tankningsstation
vid uiforskandet av. planctsyitemets
itre delar,

Praktiskt anlapda: parsoner {rdjpar
natiligtvis — med bide foticme

“stndigt ph jorden — efter wstronati-

tikens mojligheter uy ekonomisk
synpunkt, Clarke per beskad #ven pd
dennn pinkf, Knstnaderna i by
mndet av rymdstationer 4r visserlis
en svindlande; Jikvil Inta hipre &0
priset P elt mindrs keip. Och om
mansklighaten ints e shdan, ate den

A fallet fr edt krif valjer en fred-

Ul kapplapning (il minen, knn det
IEinda att i kommer dit findd, eller
i varje fall eft slycke & vig TV
rymedstationer pit négrs hundei mils
Jigen att Bli wtomordentlist strate-
giskn baser, vanifrin rakeler kas
sindag mok varje punks av jordens
i

il Jia

(BFTERIRYCE PURSIUDES)

the atmosphere that air resistance is negligible the centrifugal force and gravity will cancel themselves out.
Free of weight the rocket will circle Earth like a second moon about every ca 90 minutes. This speed seems
not impossible to reach within the next 10 years by constructing multi-stage rockets, which means that several
rockets are connected in a series: when the first has burnt out it is dropped and the remaining system starts
with the speed of the old,etc. As an example of a multi-stage rocket we have eg the German wartime project
A9/A10. The rockets originally only equipped with scientific instruments will then have crews, with the fantastic
task of building the first "space station" ca 1000 km above Earth. /Clarke doesn't go into details. Experiments
are military secrets. But.../ He emphasise the science and technology benefits: meteorology gets a superb
weather station, astronomy an observatory free from atmospheric disruptions, the nuclear scientist an ideal
laboratory to study cosmic radiation, radio and TV engineers elegant solutions to many of the difficult technical
and commercial problems on Earth, etc. The space base will be a platform of astronautics towards the
planetary system. Because it is here the real space rockets will start after they have in parts been brought
there by other vehicles and been assembled in the free space in comfortable freedom from weight. (Every
object floats free where it is dropped.) The rocket begins its flight with 8 km/s and therefore only needs to add
3.2 km/s compared to its base to reach escape velocity. While the rockets that will penetrate the atmosphere
must be streamlined due to air resistance (the prototype ought to be the German V2) that spaceship that now
flies in vacuum gets more free contours. Equipped with detection sprouts like radar antennas and other
devices to communicate with Earth a spaceship may perhaps more resemble a giant, metallic beetle. Among
the many and very instructive illustrations in the book there is a colour plate giving this impression. The first
moon rockets will probably be unmanned. Instead they'll have rich scientific equipment, especially radar and
TV. If such a rocket is launched the right way it can be made circling the Moon as a satellite and send pictures
and data, not only from the near side but also from the far side, that no human eye yet has seen. Another



alternative is to aim the rocket so that it takes a tour around the Moon and then returns to Earth about a week
after the start. After the conditions of a voyage thus has been explored the first manned rocket could be on its
adventurous way. The commander on this first spaceship to the Moon will only have to take a fraction of the
risks of Columbus when he - with relatively less knowledge and equipment took off for a journey where he
knew neither the course, goal or the dangers en route. /The Moon lacks air and soil but has the same
elements as Earth. But a base may produce oxygen and fuel to be self-sufficient. A central base on the moon
would benefit further trips in the solar system due to its low escape velocity./ To get to Venus only 3.1 km/s is
needed due to the weaker gravity, while a trip from Earth would need 11.6 km/s. Comparing this figure and the
mentioned start speed from Earth to the Moon, 11.2 km/s, shows a surprisingly little difference, and this throws
a clear light on the most difficult and costly problem of astronautics: to break through the gravity field of the
starting point. Out in space you can travel practically free. The closest coming goals for interplanetary traffic
are of course Mars and Venus. The first would be to prefer, as we there can repeat the Moon base in a much
bigger scale, under better conditions. Together with an utopian colour picture of a city on Mars Clarke tells
about the problems and work that may occupy future pioneers. The outer planets will hardly invite colonisation.
One of the Saturn Moons, Titan, is strange not only because it is a giant, but because it has an atmosphere of
methane, which from what we can judge should be an excellent fuel for atomic powered rockets. It's possible
that Titan will be a service station for exploring the outer parts of the planetary system. /Clarke then talks about
economics. Space stations are expensive but won't cost more than a minor war. But we could end up in a war
anyway./ Because space stations a few 1000 km above Earth will probably be excellent strategic bases, from
which rockets can be launched to any place on Earth.

AFAIK this article was spot on, except that space bases (stations) took longer

Odysst

dr fortfarande den enda verkligt
stimulerande avantgardistiska tid-
skriften i landet, Nr 6—7 ar dock
Iingtifrdn  dess « framgingsrikaste
chaock: det & fortungt av en be-
| synnerlig artikel om science fietion
av Lonnerstrand. Stilistiskt forefal-
ler den dikterad av.en rymdhund,

Lonnerstrand bidrar ocksd med
tre dikter, sprikligt uppfinnings-
rika och av én viss ryimisk sugges-
tion, Dock kan han knappast i ni-
got avseende méta sig med Odyssés
Iyriska galjonsfigur, Oyvind Fahl-
strom, wilkens i tidigare nummer
offentliggjorda poesi ibland nar
dverraskande och hisnande effekter
— som om orden brast under en
och man hjilplést f6ll genom ga-
lenskapen,

Per Lindstrém, Lukianos fran
Samosata och Cyrano de Bergerae
{originalet) ‘bidrar i Gvrigt med un-
derhéillande och firedomligt lvil-
jande beréttelser.

LARS FORSSELL

inventive and with a certain rhythmic suggestiveness. But he can
hardly measure up to Odyssé's poetic frontman Oyvind Fahlstrém
... Per Lindstrém, Lucian of Samosata and Cyrano de Bergerac
(the original) else contributes with entertaining and exemplary

strangling tales.

From mentioned content we see there was a lot of skiffy in
that issue! Our genre had a certain cultural status in 1954.
Aside from a poet, Sture Lonnerstrand was one of the first sf

prophets in our cou
early sf author and

magazine Pan (1953-54). Another early sf propagator at the
time was Lennart Sérensen, who wrote many articles about
sf, including here, taking a look south on "Niels E Nielsen -
Denmark's only sf author”, in Aftonbladet August 5, 1957:

While we in Sweden now have begun organise sf clubs and publish
stencilled sf magazines of more or less acceptable contents,
Denmark is as yet strangely lightly infiltrated by this genre, which
has been such a success in the USA in later years. But there is a
Danish author who does sf, namely Niels E Nielsen, born in 1924. «_
Aside some articles, short stories and novels in traditional style he

than envisioned to build, while manned
trips came faster - in a decade!

Now a little note on skiffy in cultural light.
Lars Forsell, a heavyweight and later
Academy member covers sf in the culture
magazine "Odyssé”, in Dagens Nyheter,
December 13, 1954, which is...:

...Still the only stimulating avant garde
magazine in the country. But No 6-7 is far
from its most successful shock: it is laden with
a strange article about sf by Lénnerstrand.
Stylistically it seems written by a space dog.
/The Space Dog was Sture Lonnerstrands
prize winning sf novel!/ Lénnerstrand also
contributes three poems, linguistically

Nielsen,
ler o¢h romaner i
forlag
1843,
& Dien firsta v dessa temaner
{ghorerar med tidshegreppet och
skildgar hur -minskligheten nas
tnn. fullstindizt. tillintetgocs av
att slags kedftziukdom, den 4k
yltn  Dodant. Den  innehdllec
ganska inycinl, pEmAlt lﬂ.astlnf[.
oon uthrederingen av det | ach
£8c  alg Intressanta Smnat fic en
smule omogen. Betydligk maog-
nare ach stilistiskt sstt vida fves
ligeen "Det meldes fra Saharn®
Hr "Lakkens smed”, o barhtlas
ort. nhgra marsinners kanfroenta-

vaxlar mellan burlesk och trapllc
ach dess seng moral fr atl minsk-
ligheten in s linge befinnee sig
pA elt fipa utvecklat stadinm.
']aj&gt av DMislsens .Tompner &r
otvivelaktigh hana senaste, "Hund-
akabens Lrm?, den fnscinerands
ach ~gripands historlen om hur
skt atombkrig framalstrar vldrige
muiationstormer. Det fir en mar-
dramaartad, skrlckslagen wision
av wad mom kan hinda ose vl
som  expepimanterar aah  laker
mead saker som: ¥l Ennua dnte
ehtrskar, : i

Ay Mielsens  sf-novellsy [inns
dat skill alt nimna YA som varit
publicerade. 1 den svenska mi-
nadstidningen Hipna: "Purpur-
nakten’ och UAftenboshk'. Den
fiirra, som 1 Inlsdningen litl er-
intar om' Braodbuey's "Mars 2
Hepaven”, fir 1 Lkhet med “Fond-
skabens tee' en predilan for
upphdrandet av atom- och vale-
bombssxperimenten innan dct ir
{ir sent; d=n genase ir en bitker

ntry, and the mentioned Per Lindstrom an
publisher of the mimeoed literary

has through publisher Hasselbalch come out with three sf novels: - v &

It's Reported from Sahara (7953), Smith of Luck (1953) and Tree of -|

publicerat tre sf-romaner: i
Hlvkdeens smed” (1853 och rHundskabens trm™ (18551,

tinn med Jordisk: DyrAlrab. Den

Niels E. Nielsen — Danmarks
ende -science “fickion—forfattare
EOAN R T SVERIGE: numers hor, Hiejat organiserns,
' gt -klubbar ol ubges slencllerade ¥ 4

pller mindre noceptabelt innehdll Br Danmark din 530 Hinga

mirkvardigt Itet infilirerat av denna litteraturarf, sem hlivlt
an sddan framping I TUSA de scoaste dren. Dol finns det

Can dnnsk forfattnre som sysslae med af, niEmiigen Nisla E.

som Ar ridd 1924, Férutom diverse arctiklar, novel-
teaditionell atil har hon pa Hasselbplchs

sf-Eilningnr ay  met

"Diet  meldes  fra Sahars™

anklagelsa mot minniskorna, dak
diurslikie Eom ~— Ware OmMELED-
dlgheterna hor sYANEaMMA Som
helss — aldrig kan hilla freds

& It menomiphends dmg § il
=ons firfattarskap dip hans sym-
paH L marsianenid, dessp kultl-
worpde, Intallicenin paciister, Tt
14ter kanske on smnls cgrmdomn-
Hegt och forlear an dicklacing:
allt ddoh gom Nielsen hogaktar
1 minnigkolknmkiiran har han
profloprnt pd slns marsianee och
ally o miindkligh karpktarsdrag
hitn avalive saknar hans micsla-
ner. Dot Br eff nlistnn banalt
enkelt siith att Mustrarn elns Ls-
ser men onekilpen verkoingsmlilt,

Ninlspn  wuhricerades wid  eth
tll{Glle ay Holpnd Adlaberth
Aomt "Mondens 1 osickinss  linaste
sl=firfattare®. Detk iir Ings over-
ord: Nialten #r djupt angagerad
1 sith dimns och medveten  om
anzvarel att skriva s Sclemes
firtlon  hne frim  fiiesta  dgon-
blicket varit djupt allvar fie mig"
skrer han 1 det hrev som o npps
likstes vid sf-kongressen 1 L
I fisl, Han koncenirerar pllEd
sin blick pi mAnniskan, han =il
slerivn om Cmiinnilker pom Kan
prita owh Ie, Jicskriclns och
mizaty slg och Inte am "kinslo-
losn stjirnvanilrare som  aldrig,
nldelg bliv focksldn eller faller
i firundran iver sknpelsens ofatt
bara manginld", fir ntt cliera
elt annnt avsnitt ap det nEmnda
brevots Y
@ FEfierspm svenshen 1 germen
har en egenartad forskrickelse
fir dansXxa sprhlket f&r man' hop=
pas alk dtminstane "Hundskahens
Lrse™ ineim ep inte nlltféE aye
lHgsen framild blir Gversate t1il
sironsica, Mielsen AP ah ficfablare
sam det [inns all anledning &t
hillg dgonen pAy med det utgdngs-
lige han nu har forefaller det
majligt griinsands 11 troligt att
han kommer alb lcinpa skapn
eeninl 82 I EHL med Ofsrells
R

LENNART SORENSEM.




Knowledge (7955). /Titles translated. Note on headline: the other Danish sf author Niels Meyn had died a few
months earlier, so Nielsen may have been alone in sf at this time.../ The first of these novels experiments with
the concept of time and describes how humanity is almost completely wiped out by a sort of cancer, the so
called "white death”. /interesting but a bit immature. More mature and stylistic is.../  Smith of Luck, telling about
some Martians' encounter with Earth's bureaucracy. It moves between the burlesque and tragic, with the moral
that humanity as yet is on a low stage of development. The best of Nielsen's novels is his latest, Tree of
Knowledge, a fascinating and touching story of how an atomic war creates disqusting mutations. It's a
nightmare vision of terror of what could happen to us, we who experiment and play with things we yet lack
control over. Of Nielsen's sf stories there"s reason to mention two which have been published in the Swedish
monthly H&pna!: "Night of Purple" and "Evening Visit". The first which initially slightly resembles Bradbury's
"Mars is Heaven" is like Tree of Knowledge preaching for a stop to experiments with atomic and hydrogen
bombs before it's too late. The latter is a bitter accusation against the humans, the branch of animals - despite
very favourable conditions - that can't keep the peace. A constant tendency in Nielsen's writing is his
sympathy for Martians, these cultivated, intelligent pacifists. It may sound a bit strange and needs explaining:
everything Nielsen admires in the human characters he is projected on his Martians and everything in humans
he hates the Martians lack. It's a banal way fto illustrate your message but without doubt effective. Nielsen

was once proclaimed by Roland Adlerberth as the "without comparison finest Nordic sf author",

It's no exaggeration; Nielsen is deeply engaged in his topic and conscious about the responsibility when
writing sf. "Sf has from the beginning been deeply serious for me" he wrote in a letter which was read at the sf
convention in Lund last year. His gaze is concentrated on the human, he wants to write about "people who can
cry and smile, be scared and make mistakes" and not about "soulless star wanderers who never catch a cold
or are overwhelmed by the sense of wonder over the incredible diversity of creation”, to quote another part of
the mentioned letter. Since the Swede in general has a strange fright for the Danish language we may hope
that at least Tree of Knowledge in a not to far off future will be translated to Swedish. Nielsen is a writer it's
every reason to keep and eye on. With the starting point he now has it seems possible, bordering the probable
that he'll be able to create genius sf like Orwell's 1984.

That novel wasn't translated, but a later one, The Rulers, 1976, about artificial slave people rebelling. See the
Danish wiki piece: https://da.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niels_E. Nielsen In reality, with just a little extra effort Swedes
should be able to read Danish. Hearing it spoken may be another matter, but Danish text should be relatively
easy. But people are lazy. Nielsen (1924-1993) appeared quite often in Hapna!, submitting stories in Danish

and getting their first, original
publication in translation to
Swedish.

Sven Christer Swahn, sf
author with tight fannish
connections, had a series of
sf articles in 1981. January
31 that year he covered
fandom and tuckerisms or
faaan fiction, in Géteborgs-
Tidningen, "Playful,
harmless, nonsense" (| cut
away the headline and most
of L Ron's beautiful face to
save space, and below skip
the in-text section headlines):

A thing worth saying about
sf: it's a playful genre...It
happens that sf writers
appears in the novels and
stories by others...to place a
colleague as manic mass
murderer from the satellite
Sodom can't hurt.
Sometimes I think that it's
the playfulness of sf that
makes it mature. As | already
said it's not unreasonable to
think of sf fandom as topic
for a novel and looking
around you see so much is

Det iir en sak som firijiinar sigas om sz det
iir en lekfull litteraturgenre. ¥Man byter ogene-
rat idéer och vet att man har lov att ldna och
bygga vidare. I bista fall kan sf-magasinen lik-
na ett fortzalt och stimulerande meningsuthy-

te.

Det hiinder ocksi att si-focfatiare dyker upp
som personer i varandras romaner och novel-
ler, bland annat fér att firfattare allild &r pd
jokt efter bra personnamn, och om man samti-
digt kan placera in en kollega som manisk
massmirdare frdn satelliten Sodom skadar det
ju inte. Ibland iir jag bijd att tro att det fr det
lekfulla draget i sf som &r genrens verkliga mo-

genheisfirklaring.

= DET JAG REDAN angt wisar nil ced
inte wore orimligh ait idnka sy s-fan-
dom som romaniimee, och ser man sig
om finns det redan ob myckel skrivet alt
man kunde tala om en kel subgenre.
“:;LE* #dana romaner &r mMtligt ro-
a

Den fapdomromon scen kunde s ug

alls prdea i #n, som den ocksd | Sveri-
ge valkknde gf-ferfaitaren Fhilip José

WISALS,
AGLIGN

-

L4

t =

Wngromt och smédrtsamt bultar
Buvel mol ciggen nir han minns
att han har berdtlal hela intrigen
i em phbiriad sf-roman fir fEr-
Gjusl lysrmande holleger och andra
ﬁ;ﬁ.m“r. Men :lsn J*-:Jnrura

rapar mya wuller @
Silmsalengen comlar sej redam
Motiram och kemmillerade ech
Jirboreder nisia sieg 4 fremiids-
spoled,”

54 nog finns del lndomromance pd
svenskn ocksd En snnan sak e att jog
lkanske aldrig bryr mig am atl publcera
den som ovansidende rader hamists
fr&m, “Sf-galaxen'”. Tag har intc rdd
maed bdterna,

Skilme &sido &r det klart 318 en rioelse
som sf-fandom, hur rand- eller finze-
b d den ar, kan spegla saamhallet §

Farmer gav muniligt sammandrag av
ph on sf-kangress | Kipenhamn for il
dr sedan. Jag bappas han ger sig tid at
skriva ner den en vacker dag. Det var
harresande frvecklingar,

Dantes Inferno

Annars Gr min favorit i derma sill-
sumsmea [Mlerslurart den korta upplak-
tem till Larry Nivens och Jerry
Pournelles "Inferne’, dir si-firfatta-
ron Carpenter pd en of-con besdutar sig
[ att uppreps ded dumma vadeti Tols-
tojs Krig och fred, milta i f@natrot och
timmsa en pava. Haon ghe s&, ceh slls
af-fans harrar, men Gl sin grimelse
mirker han a1t de redsn glémt bort ho-
nom eflersom  Asimov kommit in i
rumanet.

Det Br Inte Carpenders bedrilt som
appidderos. Full och rasande stupar
han ner i merkret. "Jag tror inke on kil
abg ndr jog 807, Han vaknar | Dantes
inforna,

Fandom pa svenska
» PA SVENSKA finng det vl inga ro-
mamer om sf-fondom? Ropa infe hej
farriin ni fir dver bicken. Jag eiterar ur
wn nyskriven svensk roman:

“... Som sugt morron efter fir.
st connatten, Hels hoteilel som
it endn oslGdal reomparty. Oser-
terade fuors distribuerade G fel
Bodellruma fiel sdmngar. Kall rik £l
sumn em aloddb. Falsk morros, Sk
ta morron; dog redon seh obegrip-
gt nytre eleg Sver trolioarerna

ring. Em af-fSirfatiore som

elort, reniay erbjuda slrakili tsckanm-
ma miijligheter, erbjuds ot piledexpe-
riment [ del ramvixande samhifet |
stort med grupgeringar, konfromatio-
ner, klassmbinster, ekoneniska villkor,

Sherlock Holmes

& PARALLELLERT Givetvis hur deck-
argensen sing moden, kongresser och
belningar pd summa it som of. Hol-
mesianerna har sitt ait skida, "War
Sherlock Holmes kvinna?™ eic § det
eindligs. Dagens deckarfGrfablare har
sina ekoromiska och wndra inbressen
nit bevaka cch sluber sig samman. Del
ligper dock i sakens natur a1t deckar-
fans mdste vara, hue sks jog s&go, cdels
e normalare, dels lite mer torfligt ut-
siyrda,

= SF-FANS diskuiecar rymden in tote
ech bartem alla dimensiener medan
deckarlfisarna fvisisr om Peter Wim-
seys focfider. Jag kakitas helire’ bland
helgolna sijirrvandrare Gn i trossen 10
The Boker Sireet Irregulasi.

Vill man leta efter det disekt vidliga i
det annars harmibisa nonsens soen gf-
fondors ke viicld bjuder pa, kan man
|u inte firneks bt ndgra av de grupper
som. brid sig ol frkn sl-Fandoms kader,
bildade kultlknande enheter disr des
sjuka inslaget kan bli mer morkart.

Lofayelte Ron Hubbard, seientologiloyrkans ledare. En ging en hobil sfforfatlore, Mot
slutet av fyrtiotalet fillde ban sin odédlign replik: "Jag dr trétt pi alt akriva sf fir en

peany ardel. Nu sha jog Mi rik pd on ng sorts religion.™

* EN MONSTERGILL framstilining
finns i Evans "Cults of Unreasen™ frin
197, Han ir experimentolpsyholeg,
ndr bokon skrevs knuten som sekrete.
rare till Brobn Reszarch Foundation. T
tur och crdning glr han igenom Hub-
bard ach scientologerna, UFO-religio-
mer, "Gsterlindsks™ vishotilZror, Det
Ggenblick lwkmomenlel faller bost Blir
det hela odusiigl.

Evans belpser inittorat hur moedyveiet
inde minst UFO-troende pusslar med
skenlakia och halveanningar. Sf brukar
i altminhet ivh sinn hinder och avsvira
all siikiskap med kulierna, men det &r
hairt jolib.

Al s kongresser avhandins By gande
tefatoch griing mdn 8r nigot som ro-
sien oy eiinskfighoten vet, och dd &r
det frickt aft kommn sch phath motzat-

Shaverlanism

» DET HELA kamplicoras av otk vn doel
av de hir fGreteelierns onekligen hos
ursprsing=kontakier med sf-genren och
sifandom. Jug kan t ox nEmnn e 16
relss som Evans inte tar upp, Shaveri
unisman.

Shover var on man som under andna
wiirldskriget fick tebe patisk kantaktmed
en underjordisk grolta, Han tappade
Munfred i galvel av hiipnad, {Han sael
niimigen ech liste lord Byron nir kon-
takilen skedde).

Shaver fick pd dolda tankeviigar be-
sked om alt en gudomlig ras beboli jor-
dem, ibland besikio oss igen ook hill et
Bpn pd utvecklingen, och sttt ds oflar-
Limnat hemlighetsfulls inristningar —
klippbikcker, kallate Shaver dem - diir
man kunde hilta bevis pd derns exi-
stens, Deras maskinerier fanns® forifa-
ramde kvar | underjordisks grottor.

-Sclentalogin

Shaver fick en td Fa (i § ef-id-
skrifien Amuzong men Helorsde kon-
takt med sf-fandam och fortsatts mera
i egen hand 18sammans med I'd alf-fan
Ray Palmes. Shaver och hans “rock-
books™: dir nigorsisns kunde sodan
wen Diinlken haka pd fuge dr senore

Tidigare artiklar 1 serien Infirda den 10, 14,

18 och 25 januari. Hasta kommer den 9 febroari,

mdr Shaver redon var gammal och
glimd, Hon dog 1875,

& INGEN BF-LASARE kan halter fir-
neka att Lafayette Ron Hubbard (Edsd
E011) startade som sf-facfaltare och fak-
tigkt dsladkom ndgra rikigl bra histo-
rier Innon hon mot shatet av $0-4alet
Fillde sim odbfigs roplik: “Jog skn giea
en lermigenhet pd en socts iy religion,
J‘Jgirlrﬁ“ P ait skriva sf fdr en peany
ordet.”™

Manlska metafysiier

Hubbard gick sina egna vigar. Andra
sl.fErfatinre vas mer intresserade av
medafysik 3n av pengar och ndgra av d=
mest maniska slametafysikorna maser vi
nista ghng: Dick, Sheckley, Vannegut
och andrs. Upder tiden Bigger vi pioen
liianplig sklva

“Har ni gliml Heldanes leg?
frigade han. Universum ar inte
bora komstigare dn vi firestaller
wan, ded dr konatigare an vi KAV
Sforeatilla or, Det dr Haldanes
log. Det dr gomska givet alt om
JSamdom wtveckiate il en interna-
Hanell arganisalion, sem ded bar
whett hdr pd jorden, dd wdste det
finnos andra vdrldfor med insl
lika makfign fonrdrelser, Del dir
grunden Il del stera rpmdipelet
-+« Delfir en giilckior sak, breder,
alt del finnr en fandom i skym, en
sfipublik som gpringer alla jer-
diska grimser, Dér, i adldgms
véridar, vandrar vi mdnniskor
inte bara som kil och kod ulan
upphijda till bordttelser ech sa-
govisem, poririfterade av sffFe-
Jattare med Gilligo svansar ellor
sgonen pd genier som wi in-
le kinner men som redan kinner
wun = ufam atf vela oan det.

Pi del visel dr ol inte borg
sbfekl for vdra coma follign fir
mdgar, indéngda i vdr brist hir
pd en bristfillig jord, Vi ror var
frilt i virldsrgmden tack vare
helr andra solars ock rasers da-
ponde fantasi. Vi behiver egenl-
ligen imte fHrdos gemom vdrbds-
rymden, vi fimns d&r redan, det
finns pocketbécker om ors pd pla-
mader som ligger miljsner fusde
frdn vhr sgen anpriksiioa hem-

virld...”
(Ur Swahn: "Sf-galaxen™)

Sven Christer Swahn


https://da.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niels_E._Nielsen

written that you could talk about a sub-genre...the fandom novel to beat everyone else is one that the well
known sf author Philip José Farmer gave an oral summary of on an sf con in Copenhagen two years ago. |
hope he'll take the time to write it down one day. It had hair rising complications. Else my favourite of this
strange genre is the short intro to Larry Niven's and Jerry Pournelle's Inferno, where the sf author Carpenter
on an sf con decides to repeat the stupid bet in Tolstoy's War and Peace, about sitting by the windows
emptying a bottle. He does and all the sf fans cheer, but is annoyed noting everyone has forgotten him as
Asimov enters the room. The applauds aren't for his achievement. Drunken and angry he falls down into the
darkness. "l don't think a saw me falling". He wakes up in Dante's Inferno. But they can't be any stories about
fandom in Swedish? Don't be so sure.

I quote from a newly published Swedish novel: "As said, the morning after the first con night. The whole hotel
as one big untidy roomparty. Unsorted fans distributed to the wrong beds in the wrong hotel rooms. Cold
smoke compact as aspic. False morning, real morning; already day and incomprehensibly sober steps on the
pavements around. An sf author who slowly and painfully bangs his head against the wall when he remembers
he has revealed the whole plot of an sf novel he has begun for colleagues and other demons happily listening.
While the sf kids loudly yells for new reels in the movie saloon, Mottram /a character?/ and the committee
already prepares the next step in the game of the future." So there are fandom novels in Swedish too. Another
thing is that | may never care to publish what the previous quote came from, The SF Galaxy, / couldn't afford
paying damages. But joking aside, of course a movement like sf fandom, despite being in the fringe, can
mirror the larger society, even offer good possibilities, a pilot example for the emerging society in general with
groupings, confrontations, class patters, economics. Parallels? Crime fiction of course also has its meetings,
conventions and awards in the same way as sf. Holmesians have things to do. "Was Sherlock Holmes a
woman?" etc in eternity. Today's crime writers have economics and other interest to guard and gang together.
But in the nature of things crime fiction fans must be, how to say it, a bit more normal and also a bit more
meagre. Sf fans discuss space and beyond all dimensions while crime readers debate about Peter Wimsey's
ancestors. I'm rather discovered among crazy star wanderers than in the rear guard of the Baker Street
Irregulars. If you're looking for the risky in the otherwise harmless nonsense that the inner world of sf fandom
offers, you can't deny than some of the groups that broke away from the codes of sf fandom formed cult like
entities where the crazy contents become more noticeable. /The book Cults of Unreason mentioned,
discussing scientology, UFOs, Eastern teaching. It.../ illuminates on how especially UFO believers consciously
juggle with faike facts and half truths. Sf usually washes its hands and rejects any connection to such cults,
but its a difficult job. It is complicated by that some of these things without doubt have their origin in sf and sf
fandom. | can eg mention a movement Evans doesn't mention, Shaverism. Shaver was a man who during
WWII made telepathic contact with a cave /...and/ through hidden mental routes learnt that a divine race had
lived on Earth, sometimes visited us again and kept an eye on the development, and that they left behind
secretive engravings - scrapbooks he called them - where you could find evidence of their existence. Their
machinery is still around in underground caves. Shaver roamed free in the sf magazine Amazing but lost
contact with sf fandom and continued more separately together with the ex-fan Ray Palmer. Shaver and his
“rock books" - there somewhere Dédniken was able to hook ond 20 years later when Shaver was old and
forgotten. He died in 1975. No sf lover can deny that Lafayette Ron Hubbard (born 1911) began as sf author
and and in fact created some really good yarns before he in the late 1940's said his immortal line: "I'll make a
fortune from a new kind of religion, I'm tired writing sf for a penny per word." Hubbard followed his own path.
Other sf authors were more interested in metaphysics than money and we'll met some of the most manic sf
metaphysics next time: Dick, Sheckley, Vonnegut. /in a coming article/ While waiting we start a suitable
record: "Have you forgotten Haldane's law?, he asked. The universe isn't only stranger than vi imagine, it is
stranger than we CAN imagine. That's Haldane's law., It is rather obvious that if fandom develops into an
international organisation, as we have seen here on Earth,there must exist other worlds with fan movements at
last as powerful. That's the basis for the big space game...it's obvious, brothers, that there is a fandom in the
sky, an sf audience that crosses all earthly limits. There in faraway worlds, we people walked around not only
as flesh and blood, bur raised to tales and legends. Portrayed by sf authors with tails full of scales or eyes on
shafts, geniuses we don't know but who already know us — without we knowing. In that way we're not only
objects of our own poor abilities, locked into what we lack here on a deficit Earth. We move freely in space
thanks to the creative imagination of other suns and races. Inreality we don't need to travel through space, we
are already there, there are paperback books about us on planets millions of light years from
our own insignificant homeworld..."

SF Galaxen was later published in the Nova SF mag. Another mag with rockets and

rayguns was of course Hépna! so let's finish with a little story about the other brother

- Kindberg behind it. (KG was covered in an earlier issue.) While editor Kjell Ekstrom did

~text editing, translations and such, the technical production of the magazine was the
responsibility of brother Kurt Kindberg at their printshop down south in Jonkoping. It

i has been said that Kurt had an unfortunate traffic accident in the mid 1960's, and it

@ was the injuries he obtained that made it impossible for him to continue - and that was

Kurt Kindberg
direktor
Stockholm, 65 ar



why Hépnal! folded, early 1966. He later moved to Stockholm (to get better treatment?) and took a big
stock of every issue with him that he sold cheaply (ca € 0.5/issue) through small adverts. | answered
one of those ordering all issued | lacked, a huge bundle! It resulted in a phone call home for me, from
Kurt! | lived with my mother (& brother) but there weren't too many Engholms and he had my address
so he could easily look up (08) 388019. "Since it was a heavy package, collect it in person and save
the postage..." he suggested. | got an address near Skanstull (southern downtown) and met a person
at the door to some sort of office facility. I'm almost certain it was the person of the picture here,
which is from a small Happy Birthday note in Dagens Nyheter, June 6 1984: "Kurt Kindberg, CEOQ,
Stockholm, 65 years". It was around the year 1980 and at the time | didn't know much about their
magazine, otherwise | would have taken the opportunity to interview him a bit about the inner
workings of Hdpna! Sadly | missed that, but | did get that huge collection of the magazine, and now
had it complete. AFAIK you could buy a full set of Hdpna! for a very reasonable sum well into the
1990s. BTW, | have also met KG Kindberg, on a minicon in the early 1990s.

Mailing Comments

Garth Spencer: Will those missed contributions appear later? ZSlt seems difficult to get people interested in
joining APAs. People writes on Twitter, Facebook etc today, instead in the form of little fanzines - but we need
fanzines! They used to be the backbone of fandom, our "Internet on paper" powered by mimeographs and
typewriters. ZSYes, Intermission is a lot of work, but | will try to scale back. The issues became at least 1/3rd
thicker in the spring 2020, as | got the newspaper archive clips to cover, and at the same time began writing
about this virus shite. ZSAbout languages... First a definition: primitive = low level of abstraction, it takes more
effort to express some things. Take computer languages, there're definitely more primitive ones. The most
primitive is to fed in Os and 1s directly, as with the console switches on the Altair 8080. Then follows
assembler on a higher level, where codes represents 0/1 switches. And from there you rise in abstraction level
to C, BASIC... Things like spreadsheets or "game engines" are on en even higher level of abstraction. Since
computer languages have different levels, the same should go for human languages. There are languages that
are more primitive. Take for instance colours. There are languages with only words for dark and bright. If you
mean green you have to take a linguistic detour, saying something like "looking like a leaf". (The third colour
languages add tend to be red.) Of course all languages can describe the same things, but with less abstraction
you have to struggle to say some things and the description won't be as efficient. That's the same as being
more primitive. ZSon Alberta and the bloody virus, tough "restrictions" have shown to be inefficient.Lockdowns
may help marginally, but people huddling together at home may also infect each other. Masks tend to infect
hands as you touch it and you don't bother with distancing. Vaccines make the real difference! ZSCareful! Make
the slightest hint that you find Marilyn Monroes or Betty Pages a sight for sore eyes and you are "sexist"!

Henry Grynnsten: You made a convincing argument that Mozart wasn't such a Wunderkind music history
made him, with a PR dad, getting "help" with and "borrowing" compositions, etc. Your interview with the music
historians is here interesting, but | don't have anything to add. 5 Asimov had interesting ideas on robots,
psycho history and science and was right concentrating on that, and if characters of fiction are deemed
"shallow" is secondary. Since humans aren't telepathic and can go into the mind of others, fictional persons
will always be different aspects of the author him/herself - it's the only thing possible. But the very narrow
exploration of just one (1) person isn't very interesting. Use your characters the way they're needed for the
story, but don't treat them as any thing special beyond that. They are only the author in shifting disguise.
Ingmar Bergman is a clear example. In Bergman scripts the major characters are the same neurotic Bergman
himself, just facets of one and the same man. Z5I'm not sure that Finns have the highest dementia rate. Could
be that Finland's medical system is better in picking up and diagnosing it. Finland also has a high life
expectancy and dementia is connected to age. - your coffee/alzheimer statistics table is also a good one for
lifespan! And could using saunas be a possible dementia factor? Sitting in a steaming hot hut, then to throw
yourselves into ice-cold water can't be healthy! Z5As for conscious robots, | wouldn't call it "slavery" to have
organisms with built-in urges. If you give a robot the urge to eg follow the Asimovian Laws the robot will do
what it wants. It wants to not harm humans or through inaction...etc. We humans also have built in urges. We
have the urge to eat, to find mates, to protect ourselves. | would define slavery as using force to make
someone do what they don't want. Another point: | think machines can be very flexible and useful without
consciousness. Dogs may be very useful but aren't conscious in any human sense. Z5"Equality” is worse for
everyone as it denies we all are different individuals with shifting interests. Forcing everyone to be the same
ignores individuality and means oppression: you must use pressure to squeeze everyone into the same mould.
Sherry-picking Piketty has fingers are all red from his heavy picking. A source among many:
https://www.svd.se/thomas-piketty-trivs-bast-hemma (sorry, in Swedish). He eg make faulty use of income
before taxes, ignores benefits, treats investment and housing the same, ignores pensions, slashes incentive
for growth, draws conclusions about the future confessing he has no idea of the outcome. Just some. Mr
Norberg has covered the merry cherry party more detailed elsewhere, and he's not alone in critique of this
berry farmer. You ask: "What if some people get 100 dollars a day for for food and all expenses, and some get
1 dollar a day" Me: the worst off should of course be helped! You mention education levels, but that's not the



https://www.svd.se/thomas-piketty-trivs-bast-hemma

same as wealth. I'm all for improving education levels for all, but "equality" paid by high taxes wrecks
education! Get more education to be high-paid and you'll be thanked by higher taxes. The payout from years
and years of studying is slashed. Higher taxes for more "equality" counteracts education. In Sweden we now
have a shortage of civil engineers. The tough (lots of math and equations!) typically 5-years long engineer
training attracts fewer. (BTW, | generally think studies should be more math and science, less social science.)
The best for everyone in the real world is economic growth, which the poor benefit most from. The plan saying
"If you produce more we'll take the surplus, and if you produce less we give you extra" can't possibly stimulate
a growing economy! "Redistribution" also requires more bureaucracy, which eats and kills resources. You
need forms and paper clips to check everyone to see who gets what. I'm not against taxation, just think it
should be lower but enough to pay for services like education, health, rule of law etc. (Majority of Swedish
taxes today goes to "redistribution" in the shape of benefits. You can cut in that and keep services.) The ideal
tax level seems to be ca 30% of GDP, which we had when the economy grew most, before the 1970s - when
that level rose, growth dropped. Mexico's real problem is corruption, crime and poverty (1/8th GDP/c off the
US). That tempts many to make fast bucks in the drug trade, creating insecurity and corruption. We see now
with the pandemic, how the top-down governed society "equality" requires, lessens trust. Politicians who now
are bossing people around with lockdowns, forced vaccinations, mask mandates etc have caused huge
demonstrations, from Australia to Switzerland. Polarisation of society has to a substantial degree come from
stupidity like postmodernism, at the universities from the 1970s and on. Students are fed corny ideas like
"there are no truths", "you're guilty of forefathers' sins", "anything goes" etc - gender studies, race theory,
identity politics and everything. The brainwashed will of course become activists. Forced "equality" and
"diversity" means quotas - it gives uniformity and decreases free choice. It discriminates all who are "included"
out. Your 7 year old OECD paper means education, not wealth issues, is possible growth obstacles ("main
mechanism through which inequality affects growth is by undermining education opportunities for children").
As said I'm all for good education for all, but trying to do that by generally flattening things is off target and
inefficient. But schools are often run the wrong way, and that can be fixed. Give pupils more facts, less
opinions, give them grades and feedback, no"you are good as you are", give them challenges and structures.

John Thiel: From where is that Disney photo? A film set? 75 | too wonder where fandom is heading. Have no
good answer. Z5To me it seems politics is creeping more into sf lately: Political Correctness, the fight around
the Hugos, LBTQalphabet, etc. We note that all person-Hugos 2021 went to women. Feminism is "inclusive in
a very odd way... 25 You mention some books I'd better check, could be interesting.

William McCabe: This new Omicron variant luckily seems to be very, very mild. At the time of writing only
one (1) is said to have died iin the UK, but five consecutive sources | checked refused to mention age or any
pre-existing conditions, so presumingly the patient died with and not from the virus and was 80+ years.
Generally, hardly anyone is hospitalised by Omicron. Lockdowns ruin Xmas, making even more companies go
bust during their most important sales season. 10 000 UK pubs
are said to be near bankrupcy. It's crazy for what is mild flu! 75
Yes, Playboy paid way better than other mags, but that was
when they used to sell 7 million copies!. Now they have lost
almost all to 'net porn and has now also gone all digital.

Roger Sjolander: Nice to see a contribution finally! Faneds
often find crazy zine titles, but Bunkum would be a good name
for a fanzine. Bosh too, a nickname for Bob Shaw. Zymurgy
would also be appropriate. Rust works too - we oldfans are a bit
rusty. You're good with finding fanzine names! Z5I haven't
wsex counted how many books | have read (these days | read some
on my small E-book reader), but | guess it's 1-2/week. If we say
1.5/week it'd be 75 this year. | seldom reread books, a waste of
time and I'd just be irritated by knowing how it ends. But | have
"Fro Gordon™ whe made Lars Olsson a leaend! read AS|_movs original I_:oundat/on trilogy twice, and Tolklen§
..Sonf?.g{mes you sense Froggy Gordon as a r?uge . LOTI"? trlce. Z{SYou"t_oo like Lars "L'ON" Olsson! A genius, he is!
thought n the universe's centre if you aren'ttoo g2 S0 WAt B o0 eoio/Setence.
pretentious.” Spaceship: "Now he blows! Fiction/Marriage+And+Divorce is supposed to be list - thanks

Ungle Google! - though haven't read any of it. Z5§aybe you could give us some

memories on Stockholm fandom in the late 1970s, early 1980s, from the very ;gj ,

special SFSF clubhouse years? You were there! 5001
Finally: Swedish curves continue to be low. Infections go up as we know the 300/

Omicron variant spreads more easily, but ICU cases are few as well as deaths 77 || T
- it even drops, as this bug is very mild! Vaccinations in Sweden go well, lighter 0-\. T 5 = m -
"restrictions" have given herd immunity from natural infections. We should o @‘@1@ g“",b&\ @@’;’@: ,§¢°’

question politicians pushing hard-line measures. Scientists say the very, very

mild Omicron may give universal herd immunity, killing of Delta with a light flu... SWe Public Health Agency, virus

Yet we hear of "lockdowns" and panic from medically illiterate, opportunistic ~ deaths Dec 22. Low and dropping!

polittruks. They want to seem "in charge" but damage economy, other healthcare, schools, society, trust, civil

rights and much more, for the mild flu of Omicron! Go suck an egg! --Ahrvid E, your local leditor
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